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WHAT IS CHILD ABUSE

AND NEGLECT?

Each year in Virginia, over 42,000
children are reported to local social services
departments for suspected child abuse or
neglect. Local social services departments
are required by law to respond to valid
reports of suspected child maltreatment and
assist families in keeping their children safe.

Virginia law defines an abused or
neglected child as any child under 18
whose parent or other person responsible
for the child’s care:

e Causes or threatens to cause a
nonaccidental physical or mental injury

® Neglects or refuses to provide adequate
food, clothing, shelter, emotional
nurturing, or health care

® Abandons the child

e Fails to provide adequate supervision in
relation to the child’s age and level of
development

e Commits or allows to be committed any
illegal sexual act upon a child including
incest, rape, fondling, indecent exposure,
prostitution, or allows a child to be used
in any sexually explicit visual material.

Infants who have a medical diagnosis or
finding of exposure to non-prescription
drugs or alcohol during pregnancy are also
considered to be at risk of harm. Attending
physicians are required to report these cases
to local social services departments.




WHAT TYPE OF SERVICES
CAN I EXPECT TO RECEIVE?
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COMPLETING A

FAMILY ASSESSMENT

A child protective services social worker
is requesting to meet with you to help you
evaluate child safety and related needs
within your family. The intent of child
protective services is to be responsive to
your family’s needs and to support you in
providing for the safety, health, and well-
being of your child or children in your care.

In most cases, the child protective
services social worker and family
collaborate in completing a child safety and
family needs assessment. Meeting with the
social worker provides an opportunity for
you to share your perspectives on your
child(ren), identify family needs, ask
questions, and obtain feedback.

The social worker may also talk with
other family members including your
child(ren) and other persons or
professionals having knowledge of your
child(ren) as part of a comprehensive
Family Assessment. The
social worker may request
your assistance in
identifying these
persons.




Why Has The Local Social Services
Department Contacted Me?

You have been contacted because the
department of social services has received
a request for services on behalf of your
child(ren) or a child in your care due to a
report of suspected abuse or neglect. The
report is about:

(CHILD OR CHILDREN)

The concerns are:

Please call:

(SociAL WORKER)

at

(AGENCY PHONE)

to discuss the report and your family’s need

for services.
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TOOLS FOR

STRONG FAMILIES

Self care for Parents/Caretakers

When parents take time to care for
themselves, they are better able to manage
the challenges of parenting. Learn to
recognize signs of stress and take time out
to replenish yourself. You may wish to:

e Find a sitter you can trust to give you
time for adult interests and relationships

e Relieve stress by taking a walk, reading,
or pursuing a hobby

* Visit or talk with friends or relatives

e Talk with other parents

¢ Join a community activity or group.

Ways to show your children that you care

* Notice them

e Ask them about themselves

* Play with them

e Read aloud together

* Hug them

e Suggest better behaviors when they
act out

¢ Praise more

e Criticize less.

Child Abuse Hotline
1-800-552-7096
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PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE

COMMONWEALTH OF VRGNIA
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES

032-01-034 (4/01)




